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Dear Deputy Prime Minister McLellan,

We are writing this open letter to you to underscore Amnesty International’s serious
concerns with respect to the security certificate provisions that have been part of
Canada’s immigration legislation for a number of years.

Over the past several years Amnesty International has, on numerous occasions, written to
the Canadian government, highlighting individual cases in which we considered that the
security certificate process was resulting in violations of a number of fundamental human
rights. We are aware of at least six individuals who are currently being held pursuant to
security certificates. These individuals have been in detention for an extended period
now, close to four years in one case.

We repeat Amnesty International’s concerns below and urge that you take immediate
steps to reform the security certificate process to bring it into full compliance with
Canada’s international human rights obligations. In doing so we remind the government
that the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act itself, in s. 3(3)(f), requires that the law
be “construed and applied in a manner that complies with international human rights
instruments to which Canada is a signatory.”

Unfair Proceedings

Amnesty International is of the view that the security certificate process may very well
result in arbitrary detention and thus violate the fundamental right to liberty. The process
does not conform to a number of essential international legal standards, which are meant
to safeguard against the very possibility of arbitrary detention. Detainees are not
informed of the precise allegations against them. They see only a summary of the
evidence that is being used against them. Evidence may be presented in court in the
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